SPIRIT OF LIFE MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL
BIBLE SCHOOL SECOND EDITION

SESSION 10 — PRINCIPLES OF CHRIST PART 4
Through Repentance to Faith

Hebrews 6:1 “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto
perfection; not laying again the foundation from dead works, and of faith toward God, 2 of the
doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal
judgement. 3 and this will we do, if God permit.”

In beginning to lay a foundation to a Christian life, most people recognize that it would require
faith on our part. But how do we obtain faith? What provisions are there in the Word of God for

laying this basic foundation stone?

First, we must see that there is no other way to faith except through repentance. Any other way
that claims to get you there is a deception. True faith is impossible without repentance.

The Foundation

First of all, the personal foundation of the Christian faith is Jesus Christ. Everyone who is to be a
true Christian must build his or her life on that foundation. We see this in the exchange between
Jesus and Peter in Matthew 16, when Jesus asked, (verse 15). “Who do you say that | am?” In
answer to Jesus’ challenging question, Peter declared, (verse 16) “You are the Christ [the
Messiah], the Son of the living God” This exchange is a pattern of what needs to happen in each
one of our lives in its own particular way. There are four elements to that encounter.

First, confrontation. Jesus and Peter stood face to face. There was no mediator, no priest,
no third person in between them.

Second, there was a revelation given by the Spirit of God of the eternal identity of Jesus—
not as the carpenter’s son, but the Son of the living God.

Third, Peter received and acknowledged that revelation. He did not refuse it, but he
embraced it.

Fourth, he made a public confession of his faith.

Those four elements must be the basis of every truly successful Christian life: confrontation,
revelation, acknowledgment and confession.
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Building on the Foundation

Once we have laid this foundation, how do we build on it? From the parable Jesus told of the
wise and the foolish men, we saw that building on this foundation, first of all, consists in
acknowledging the Bible as the written Word of God, recognizing Jesus as the living Word, and
then hearing and doing what Jesus said. Building on the foundation must involve hearing and
doing what Jesus said.

Then we looked at the authority and the power of God’s Word. The word authority comes from
the word author. The authority of any book depends on the author. The authority of the Bible
depends on the Author, who is the Holy Spirit or the Spirit of God—God Himself. The authority
of God is in the Bible.

We have the Word in two forms: the written word (the Bible) and the personal word (Jesus, the
Word of God made flesh). How we respond to the Word in each form reflects our personal

relationship to the Bible.

We do not love God any more than we love His Word.

We do not obey God any more than we obey His Word.

If we want to find out what place God has in our life, we must find out what place the Bible has,
because they are the same. The Bible is the written Word; Jesus is the personal Word. Through
the written Word the personal Word comes into our lives.

The Doctrinal Foundation

We have looked at the personal foundation, which is Jesus Christ. But the New Testament also
reveals that there is a doctrinal foundation. This revelation has escaped the notice of millions of
Christians, but it is very clearly stated in Hebrews, which says:

Hebrews 6:1-3: “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto
perfection; not laying again the foundation from dead works, and of faith toward God, 2 of the
doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal
judgement. 3 and this will we do, if God permit.”
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There are two thoughts portrayed here which we have to combine. First of all, it is essential that
we lay the foundation. If we have never laid the foundation, we can never erect the building.
Once we have laid the foundation, then we do not keep re-laying the foundation; we go on to
complete the building. Those are the two combined thoughts. Hebrews 6:1 speaks of “the
foundation.” This is the doctrinal foundation of the Christian faith, and it lists six doctrines:

1. Repentance from dead works.

2. Faith toward God.

3. The doctrine of baptisms (plural).

4. The laying on of hands.

5. Resurrection of the dead.

6. Eternal judgment.
If we follow the progression of that list, we will see that it takes us from the very starting point
of the Christian faith to its ultimate fulfillment in eternity. It is important for us to see that the
Christian faith does not terminate in time—in this life or this world. It takes us beyond this
world—beyond time into eternity.
Many Christians today hardly have any vision of eternity. They act and think as if everything that
matters is going to happen in time. Actually, Paul says, if only in this life we have faith in Christ,
we are of all men the most miserable, the most to be pitied. (See 1 Corinthians 15:19.)
If we do not have a vision that takes us beyond time and into eternity, our condition is pitiable,
and we will suffer many disappointments. Time is not the fulfillment of the Christian life. The

fulfillment comes in eternity.

These six doctrines, then, take us from the starting point, which is repentance, right through to
the resurrection and the judgment.
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If God Permits

Before we begin with the first foundation doctrine, repentance from dead works, | want to first
point out a remarkable statement made by the writer of Hebrews in Hebrews 6:3: “This we will
do if God permits.” (We will go on to completion and fulfillment if God permits). We might ask,
“Why would God not permit? Surely, He wants us all to go on.”

We can answer any question this statement might raise by a simple little example. In any major
city of the civilized world today, in order to construct a building, you have to have a plan. You
have to get a permit from the authorities, and they must approve your plan. Then they come to
inspect the building stage by stage as construction continues.

But the first aspect of construction they really inspect is the foundation. If the foundation is not
to specifications, the building will not be secure. If the foundation is not solid, they will not issue
a permit to continue the building.

God deals with you and me in exactly the same way. He says, “l need to inspect your
foundation. If it is not laid according to My requirements, | will not give you a permit to go on.”
It can be possible to go on forever in this elementary stage of the Christian faith and never
mature, never come to completion or fulfillment, because the right foundation was not laid. It
is absolutely essential that we master these six doctrines which are the foundation of the
Christian faith.

Dead Works

We begin with repentance from dead works. What are dead works? Most of the modern
translations say these are works or deeds that lead to death. However, | suggest that is
incorrect.

| think dead works are anything we do that is not done in faith toward God. Anything not done
in faith is a dead work. That which brings life into our activity is faith. You may have been a very
good church goer. You may have given money to the poor. You may have said prayers. But if it
was not done in faith, it was all dead works. We must turn away from everything not done in
faith. Faith alone gives life to what we believe and what we do. That does not necessarily mean
that you have been living a sinful life. But it can mean you have just not been alive to God
because faith has not come into your heart and brought the life of God into what you do.
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Repentance

Even though we have taught some on repentance, there are some important aspects that we
need to see beyond what we have already learned. We need to understand that repentance is
not an emotion. Many times, preachers will seek to work people up into an emotional attitude
and then call them to faith in Christ. But very often that leads to a let-down because the
emotion runs out and they are left with little of any substance.

Bear in mind that repentance, as defined in the Bible, is not an emotion. It is a decision. It does
not spring from the emotions. It springs from the will.

If we can reach people’s wills and turn their wills, we will see permanent conversions. Many of
the so-called “conversions” in the church today are impermanent because they have never
really changed the will of the person.

In these cases, the people may have had an emotional experience, gotten excited, or maybe
even felt wonderful for a few weeks, months or possibly years. But in the end. they do not have
what it takes to continue on in the Christian life because their wills have not been touched.

As we look further at this subject of repentance, it will help us to understand the meaning of
the word. There are two main languages of the Bible: Greek in the New Testament and Hebrew
in the Old. Each of these languages has a specific word for repent. But it is only as we put the
two languages together that we get the full meaning of repentance.

The Greek word in secular language is always translated “to change your mind”—change the
way you think. So, first of all, repentance is changing your mind about the way you have been
living. This might include someone saying, “I have been living to please myself and do my own
thing. From now on | am going to live to please Jesus, my Savior.” As | said previously, such a
recognition is a decision, not an emotion. You can repent without any obvious emotion, but you
cannot repent without a change of your will.

The Hebrew word for repentance involves a result. This Hebrew definition is so typical of the
Jewish people because they are a very down-to-earth people. They want to know what result
an action will produce. The Hebrew word for repent means literally “to turn around.” You have
been facing one way—the wrong way, with your back to God—so you turn 180 degrees around,
face toward God, and say, “God, here | am. Tell me what to do and I'll do it.” If we put the
Greek and Hebrew definitions together, we have a complete picture of repentance: Itis a
decision followed by an action.
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Faith Follows Repentance

The whole message of the Bible is in this order: repent and believe. There are lots of people
who might say they are struggling for faith. The truth is not that they are struggling for faith,
but that they may have never met the condition of repentance.

Repentance is the first of the six foundation doctrines. If that foundation stone is not in place,
the building will always be wobbly. Most of the problems of professing Christians are due to the
fact that they have never truly repented. They have never really changed their mind. They have
never really made the decision to surrender to the Lordship of Jesus in their lives. They are still
making decisions based on this point of view: “If | do this, what will it do for me?” If someone
has truly repented, that is not the way they think. Instead they think, “If I do this, will it glorify
Jesus?”

So, we have multitudes of people—especially young people, but not limited to young people—
who are double-minded. The Bible says a double-minded man is unstable in all his ways. (See
James 1:8.) He does not have a solid foundation. He cannot produce a stable building.

Right now, quietly reflect on what you have just read and ask yourself: “Have | ever really, truly
repented? Or am | still double-minded? Is it my aim to please Jesus on Monday, but please
myself on Tuesday?” If that is the way you are thinking and living, in actual fact, you have the
worst of both worlds. If that is your mindset, you would probably be better off just living in the
world, living for yourself—because you are a double-minded person, a split personality.

If that is, in fact, the way you are thinking and living, take steps now to truly repent and live
instead to glorify Jesus.

The Nature of Repentance

There is one parable that Jesus told which is the most vivid and perfect illustration of true
repentance. It is the parable of the Prodigal Son. (Somebody once said it should be called “The
Caring Father.”) The story is found in Luke 15. The second son of a wealthy family decided to get
all his inheritance from his father on the spot so he could go off to a distant country and live it
up. He did all sorts of sinful things. But then, when he had spent his whole inheritance, a famine
came and the only job he could get was feeding pigs. (We must remember that he was Jewish,
so for him to feed pigs was just about as low as he could go—without any slight to present-day
pig farmers. It just so happens that for the Jewish people, the pig is one step below a rat in their
society.)
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So here is the wandering son, in rags, feeding the pigs, hungry, wishing he could fill his stomach
with the husks that the pigs are eating. Then this is what happens: Luke 15:17 “But when he
came to himself, he said . . .”

That is the point each of us must come to. It is what | call “the moment of truth.” You have to see
yourself as you really are. You have to see yourself as God sees you.

Verses 17-20 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants
have bread enough and to spare, and | perish with hunger! | will arise and go to my father, and
will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you, and | am no longer
worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.”’ And he arose and went
to his father.”

True Repentance

Do you see the two elements? He made a decision and then he turned around. That is repentance:
making a decision and carrying out your decision.

Repentance means going back to the father whom you have offended, to the God who loves you,
and saying, “I've made a mess of my life. | can’t run my own life. | need You. Will You take me
back?”

It's wonderful to see how completely he repented and how eager his father was to receive him.
He planned to say to his father, “Make me as one of your hired servants.” But when he started
back from where he had strayed, his father was watching for him. That is how God is. When we
begin to turn, He is watching for us and waiting for us. | think this is so beautiful.

The father saw him from a long way off and ran to meet him. The father kissed him, and he never
let his son say those last words, verses 22—-23 “Make me as one of your hired servants.” Instead
he said: “‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on
his feet. And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry.””

This is the result of true repentance. And it is worth repenting to be welcomed like that by God.
Just think about that picture for a moment. The prodigal son came to himself. He said, “I've made
a mess of my life. I've wasted everything my father gave me. But I’'m going to make a decision.
I’'m going to turn around, I’'m going to go back to my father and say I’'m sorry.” He turned and
went. Think about that. That is true repentance, repentance in action.
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False Repentance

We need to understand that there can also be a false repentance, which we call remorse. Judas
experienced that kind of false repentance, as described in Matthew’s gospel:

Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been condemned, was remorseful and brought back
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, Matthew 27:3-5, “I have sinned
by betraying innocent blood.” And they said, “What is that to us? You see to it!” Then he threw
down the pieces of silver in the temple and departed and went and hanged himself.”

Judas had remorse, but he never changed. In fact, | believe he had passed the point where he
could change. To me, this is a solemn thought. In this life, people can pass the point where it is
possible for them to change.

The most significant moment in any human life is the moment when God begins to deal with you
about repenting. If you shrug your shoulders and say, “I'm not interested. Maybe later,” there is
no guarantee that God will ever give you the opportunity again. The most critical moment in any
human life is the moment when God says, “Repent. I'm willing to take you back. | love you. | want

”

you.

What Makes God Angry?

Considering what | have seen in people’s lives and in the Bible, | have come to the conclusion
that one action that makes God really angry is despising His grace. He freely offers us His grace,
but if we despise It, He turns in anger.

One person who despised the grace of God was Esau, and his action is described in Hebrews 12.
Let’s look at that passage, because there is a lot of Esau in people like you and me. We want to
be careful that the Esau in us does not make our decisions.

Hebrews 12:14-16 “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see
the Lord: looking carefully [diligently] lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root
of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled; lest there be any
fornicator or profane [godless] person like Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his
birthright.” \We have no record whatever that Esau ever committed fornication. But in God’s
eyes, his attitude was just as bad as fornication. What was his attitude? For one little bowl! of
soup, he despised his birthright. He had the birthright as the elder son—all the inheritance
could have gone to him.
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But just because he was physically hungry and could smell that delicious soup that Jacob had
prepared, he gave it up. | suppose Esau thought, what good will my birthright do me now? I'm
hungry. I'll just take what was offered to me.

The Bible says Esau despised his birthright and he made God extremely angry. Later on, through
the prophet Malachi, God said, (Malachi 1:2—-3) “Jacob | have loved, Esau | have hated.” That is
a very solemn thought: If you deliberately despise the grace of God and the inheritance that He
offers you in Jesus Christ and turn away to pursue some cheap, temporary pleasure of this
world, you make God very angry.

Avoiding the Point of No Return

Going on with the message about Esau from Hebrews: Hebrews 12:17 “For you know that
afterward, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected [by God], for he found no
place of repentance, though he sought it diligently with tears.”

The Greek makes it clear that he was not seeking the place of repentance, but he was seeking
the blessing. He was rejected because he found no place—no way—to repent. | believe that in
this life, a person can pass the place of repentance and never be able to get back. | want to urge
you to consider this, for it is a very solemn thought.

Far too little is said today in congregations and many denominations about the need for
repentance. But without true repentance there can never be true faith. You will always have a
wobbly, up, and down experience—in one day and out the next—because you have not laid the
first foundation stone—repentance. Repentance involves a decision of the will to turn away
from self-pleasing and doing your own thing to turn back to God. Face up to God and say, “Here
I am. Tell me what to do and I'll do it.”

Some in hearing this may have never truly repented. | want to suggest to you it may well be the
source of many of your problems. You feel good one day, have a wonderful meeting in the
church, and you think everything is wonderful. The next morning something bad happens and
down you go. The problem is that you have never really laid the first foundation stone. All you
have is a wobbly edifice that one day will collapse.

Repentance, Then Faith

| want to emphasize that repentance must come before faith. There can be no true faith
without repentance. This is emphasized all through the New Testament.
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In Matthew chapter 3 we read about the ministry of John the Baptist who was sent to prepare
the way for the coming of Jesus the Messiah. In one word, his message was: “Repent.” John the
Baptist taught that repentance was essential before the Messiah could come. Repentance
prepared the way for the coming of Messiah. Until God’s people, Israel, had been through the
experience of repentance, they could not be ready to meet their Messiah.

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying in Matthew
3:1-3, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” For this is he who was spoken of by the
prophet Isaiah, saying, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make His paths straight.””

How did John the Baptist prepare the way of the Lord? By calling God’s people back to
repentance. Repentance is the only way we can prepare for the Lord to come into our hearts and

lives.

Jesus Continues the Message

Later, when John had finished his course and in fulfillment of His own prophetic word, Jesus
Himself came to continue the ministry of the gospel. It says in the gospel of Mark: Mark 1:14-15
“Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom
of God and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe
the gospel.”

Repent and believe. You cannot truly believe unless you have first repented. The first word of
command that ever came from the lips of Jesus was not believe but repent.

There was a meeting held in Southeast Asia where a certain preacher had preached a message
on healing. He had spoken very eloquently about God’s will and His plan to heal. He had quoted
many of the promises about healing. But he had not said one word about repentance before he
called the people forward.

Most of those who responded to the invitation came from a background of idolatry and they had
no idea what they had to do to receive what God was offering. With all his good intentions and
his sweet language, the preacher had totally confused those people, because he gave them the
impression that they could come to God without repenting. He never used the word repent once
in his message.

| say this not to criticize this or any other preacher, but because a lesson is to be learned . |
believe there are many people in many “full gospel” churches who are confused because they
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are only being told what God will do for them without being told what God requires from them.
The first thing He requires is for us to repent—change our mind, turn around, make an 180-
degree turn. We must face God and say, “Tell me what to do, and | will do it.” That is repentance.

If we look on to the end of Jesus’ ministry, His message never changed. After His resurrection,
Jesus gave instructions to His disciples. (Remember, this was just before Jesus left this world.)
Then He said to them, Luke 24:46—47 “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ
[Messiah] to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission
of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”

Notice the order of the message:

e repentance first
e and then remission (or forgiveness) of sins.

There is no forgiveness without repentance—and that is the message that was to begin in
Jerusalem and be preached to all nations. Repentance, then forgiveness, through His name.

Peter Reiterates the Message

When the church came into being in public view on the Day of Pentecost, at the great outpouring
of the Holy Spirit, a multitude of Jews had gathered and wanted to know what was going on.
Peter stood up and preached his famous message from Acts chapter 2. At the end of the message,
they were convicted and asked Peter what they had to do. This is the first time the church, as
such, had been asked by sinners what they must do.

Acts 2:37: “Now when they heard this [Peter’s message], they were cut to the heart, and said
to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”

If you ever come to the place where you sincerely want to know what God wants you to do and
you are willing to do it, God will not leave you in any doubt as to what He wants. His difficulty is
not in telling you; His difficulty is in bringing you to the place where you want to know and do it.

As soon as these people, under a real conviction of sin, said to the apostles, “Men and brethren,
what shall we do?” Peter, as the spokesman of God and the church, gave them a clear, precise,
practical answer: The Peter said to them, verse 38 “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission [forgiveness] of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.”
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The Three-Stage Process

In Peter’s response we find a three-stage process:
e Number one, repent.

e Number two, be baptized in water.

e And number three, receive the Holy Spirit.

God’s program has never changed. It is exactly what God wants sinners to do today. | believe it
is the exact same message the church should be proclaiming. Repent, be baptized in water, and
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

In places where that message is preached, it happens exactly as it did on the Day of Pentecost.
People repent, they are baptized, and they receive the Holy Spirit. Many times, believers,

coming up out of the water at baptism, are filled with the Holy Spirit.

The Message of Paul

Let’s look at the ministry of Paul, the great apostle to the Gentiles, as it is recorded in the book
of Acts. First of all, Paul found himself in Athens, which was a very intellectual and idolatrous
city. He ended up by preaching to them. The people wanted to know what he believed, and he
ended up telling them, as he concluded his message in verses 30 and following of Acts 17.

Speaking about all the time that humanity had lived in idolatry and ignorance of God, Paul said:
Acts 17:30 “Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men
everywhere to repent . ..”

That verse says it so clearly: God now commands all men everywhere to repent. No place and
no person will be omitted. It is God’s universal requirement from humanity. He is willing to
overlook the past if we will repent.

Jesus As Judge

And then, Paul continues in verse 31, “ . . because He [God] has appointed a day on which He
will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given
assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.”
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Here we notice another feature of the preaching of the apostles which is often omitted: Jesus is
not only the Savior, He is also the Judge. Jesus is just as thorough and efficient in judgment as
He is in salvation. If we do not meet Him as Savior, we will meet Him as Judge.

This truth has been left out of so much preaching. People talk about the Savior, but they never
mention the Judge. Actually, in his message to the men of Athens, Paul never mentioned a
Savior—all he mentioned was the Judge.

People will live very different lives if they are not aware of the fact that they will one day face
the judgment of Jesus. There is a carelessness and sloppiness in much of contemporary
Christianity because we have not faced up to the fact that not only is Jesus the Savior—He is
also the Judge. “God has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness.”

The Key Issue—Righteousness

The issue of judgment is righteousness—how we have lived, what kind of people we have been.
It is not a question of our denomination, nationality, or social status. There is only one issue in

judgment—righteousness.

In his first epistle, John said, in 1 John 5:17, “All unrighteousness is sin” People may ask for a
definition of what righteousness is. In many ways, it is like asking to know what crooked is. | am
not a geometry expert, but to answer that question, | would simply show you a straight line.
Anything that deviates from that straight line is crooked. It may deviate by one degree or it may
deviate by ninety degrees, but it is still crooked. In the same way, all unrighteousness is sin.
Anything that is not righteous is sinful. There is no third category.

Many believers today have a third category: It is not righteous, but it is not sinful either. That
category does not exist in God’s thinking—anything that is not righteous is sinful.

Not Holding Back

Let’s look on to Acts 20, which is Paul’s description of his ministry in Ephesus where he had
some of the greatest results of his whole ministry. He is speaking in Acts 20 to the elders of the
church in Ephesus because he was about to leave them. He says in Acts 20:25, “You will see my
face no more in this world,” and he has a message of love and concern for those men. About
his ministry in Ephesus, he says: “I kept back nothing that was helpful ...” Acts 20:20.

| have often pondered on that phrase: “I kept back nothing.” It implies that a person might be
motivated not to preach the full truth because it might cost you your social position. Or, if you
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are a minister in a certain denomination, it might cost you your position in the denomination. If
you are a society figure, it might cost you your popularity. But Paul says, “/ thought it over and |
decided that nothing was going to influence me to keep back any of the message.” verse 20 “I
kept back nothing that was helpful [or profitable], but proclaimed it to you, and taught you
publicly and from house to house . ..”

| like the fact that Paul’s message did not change whether it was in a big meeting or in a home
group. It was the same message. What was the message? verse 21 “. . . testifying to Jews, and
also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”

What comes first, faith or repentance? Repentance toward God. First you say, “God, I'm sorry.
I’'ve been a sinner. I've led my own life.” Then comes faith toward Jesus. That’s where you say,
“Jesus, | believe you took my place. You died for me on the cross. You took my sins.” But you
cannot have true faith in Jesus unless you first have true repentance toward God.

The New Testament is so consistent on this point. The church needs to repent. We have often
watered down the message, deceived people, and given them a false impression of what it
means to become a real Christian. You cannot become a real Christian without repentance.
There is no faith without repentance.

All Men Everywhere

The Bible says “all men everywhere” have to repent. (See Acts 17:30.) You might ask, “Why all
men everywhere?” Let me answer you from the prophet Isaiah.

Isaiah 53:6 “All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way...”

That is our problem: we have turned to our own way. We may not have necessarily committed
murder or idolatry or stolen anything—or even lied. But we have all done one thing: we have
turned to our own way. Our way is not God’s way. It is one thing we all have in common,
regardless of our denominational, racial, or social background. We have all turned to our own
way.

Then Isaiah says: “The Lord has laid on Him [Jesus] the iniquity of us all.” verse 6.
Iniquity is a very strong word. It is turning to our own way. It is outright rebellion —putting

myself ahead of God. That is why God requires all men everywhere to repent. Because we have
all turned to our own way. We have all been doing our own thing, pleasing ourselves and
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leaving God out of the picture. God says, “I will accept you. | will forgive you because of what
Jesus did—if you will repent.” The bottom line is repentance.

Repentance begins with God. Everything good starts with God. We must recognize that we are
always dependent on the grace of God. Apart from God’s grace, apart from the moving of His
Spirit, we cannot repent. This is brought out so clearly in Psalm 80, where the same phrase
occurs three times:

verse 3 Restore us, O God, Cause Your face to shine,
And we shall be saved!

verse 7 Restore us, O God of hosts; Cause Your face to shine,
And we shall be saved!

verse 19 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; Cause Your face to shine,
And we shall be saved!

Where this modern translation says, “restore us,” the Hebrew says, “turn us back”—in other
words, “cause us to repent.” It is reiterated three times: in verses 3, 7, and 19:

Turn us back, O God . . . and we shall be saved.

Turn us back . . . and we shall be saved.

Turn us back, O Lord . . . and we shall be saved.

You cannot repent unless God turns you. The turning starts with God. That is why it is such a vital
moment in our lives when God begins to turn us. Because if we shrug it off and turn away, we

cannot repent if we are left to ourselves. We are dependent on God to initiate repentance.

“Turn Us Back” Again

The book of Lamentations is the mourning of Jeremiah over the destruction of Jerusalem because
of its continued rebellion against God. In Lamentations 5:21, in this translation, the words “turn
us back” are used—but it is the same word that is used in Psalm 80: Lamentations 5:21 “Turn us
back to you, O Lord, and we will be restored [or returned].”

What Jeremiah is praying, in other words, is: “Lord, please turn us back and we will turn.” This
is a very solemn thought. You cannot turn unless God starts to turn you. That is why it is such a
sensitive moment in every life when God initiates the process of repentance.
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ONE MAN’S STORY OF REPENTANCE

“I know of one young man who was my companion in the army. When | got saved, he was
the only witness, and he knew very well of the change in my life. Later on, in the same
unit, | started a Bible class. | thought, I've got to do something. | had no idea how to run
a Bible class, not even where to begin. So, | thought, begin at the New Testament, in
chapter 1. So, | began with the genealogy of Jesus.

| had about four or five of my fellow soldiers attending this class in the desert in North
Africa. Then this good friend of mine came to me and said, “I’'m sorry, old chap, but | won’t
be coming to your Bible study anymore.” | said, “Why not?” He said, “Because | know if |
do, | will be converted.”

Years later | met him in a totally different circumstance. He was the most miserable
person | ever had met! And by then he had changed his tune. He pleaded with me to help
him, and | did everything | could. In all humility, | can say that | have had a great deal of
experience in leading people to the Lord. But frighteningly, | could not help him. | had
helped his wife, and she was saved. But not him. In subsequent years, | lost contact with
him, so | do not know what his end was. But, oh, what a warning his experience was to
me! He wanted me to help him convert to Christ and | could not, and he did not.

You may think you can turn whenever you want to turn. You think you can say, “God, I'm busy
now, but come back later.” You cannot do that. When my friend wanted to turn, he could not.”

Repent or Perish

The Bible says there is only one alternative to repentance, and that is to perish. We see this stated
in the first few verses in Luke 13, in the ministry of Jesus: Luke 13:1 “There were present at that
season some who told Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their
sacrifices. Apparently, Pilate had them executed while they were actually performing some
sacrifice. You would think that would count for their good, but Jesus answered and said: verses
2-5 “Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because
they suffered such things? | tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish. Or
those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that they were
worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem? | tell you, no; but unless you repent
you will all likewise perish.” There are only two alternatives: repent or perish. Those are the
words of Jesus Himself.
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Repentance—the Way to Faith

We now turn our attention to consider a little bit about the nature of faith, which is the positive
outcome of repentance. Romans 10:17 says, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God.”

This is a very important principle. Faith, as used in the Bible, always means faith in the Word of
God. Faith can come only from one source: God’s Word. It has only one focus: God’s Word.

It’s fairly common for us to say, in contemporary English, “I have great faith in my doctor,” or, “I
have faith in a political party,” or faith in something else. It is legitimate to talk about placing
confidence in that way—there is nothing wrong with that concept. But it is not the scriptural
way to use the word faith. In the Bible faith is always based on the Word of God. Anything that
is not based on the Word of God is not biblical faith.

Faith and Hope

In Hebrews 11 we find the definition of faith. | think it is the only word that the Bible actually
defines; | cannot think of another word that is actually defined in the Bible.

Hebrews 11:1 “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence [a sure persuasion] of
[concerning] things not seen.”

We see there a relationship between faith and hope. | have discovered that a lot of people have
hope when they think they have faith. Faith is here and now; hope is for the future.

Faith is a substance—something so real that it is actually called a substance. On the basis of
faith, we can have a legitimate hope for the future. But any hope that is not based on legitimate
faith is just wishful thinking.

It is important for us to recognize that faith is in our hearts—in fact, faith is a substance in our
hearts. It is right here right now. Romans 10:9-10 “If you confess with your mouth the Lord
Jesus [or Jesus as Lord] and believe in your heart . . . you will be saved. For with the heart one
believes . . . to salvation”.

Notice again in this verse that biblical faith is not in the mind. It is in the heart.
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Faith in the Heart

In the New Testament, believing is a word of motion: it is not a static thing. Neither is believing
simply taking an intellectual position. It is something in your heart that leads you to something
new. Like believing, faith is a word of motion. By faith we believe unto salvation. You can have
intellectual faith and never be changed. You can embrace all the doctrines of the Bible
intellectually and remain completely the same. But when you have faith in your heart, it leads
to salvation.

e Faithisin the present; hope is in the future.
e Faithisin the heart; hope is in the mind.

In 1 Thessalonians Paul speaks about both. It is a very interesting picture that he uses.
1 Thessalonians 5:8 “But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith
and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation.”

You will notice two items of armor in this passage: the breastplate and the helmet. Faith is the
breastplate, and it protects the heart. Hope is the helmet, and it protects the head. Faith is in
the heart; hope is in the mind.

Hope is very important, because every true Christian should be an optimist. If someone is a
pessimist, actually it is a denial of their faith. | define hope this way: A confident expectation of
good based on the Word of God. Every one of us who is a true believer has a confident
expectation of good. No matter what happens in this life, we are going to be with Jesus forever.
If that is your hope, you may temporarily get depressed or feel downcast. But you never give up
because you have a hope—a hope that is based on faith.

Four Faith Statements

Let us look again at Hebrews 11 for some more statements about faith. (This wonderful
eleventh chapter of Hebrews is known as the great “faith chapter.”)

1. Faith Relates to the Unseen: Hebrews 11:3, “By faith we understand that the worlds
[or ages] were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not
made of things which are visible.”

It is so important to understand that faith relates us to the invisible. Faith is not based on
what we see. Faith takes us beyond the realm of the senses into the realm of the invisible.
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In 2 Corinthians 5:7, Paul says, “We walk by faith, not by sight.” Notice that these are
alternatives. When we see, we do not need to believe. We only need to believe when we
do not see. Paul says, “We walk by faith.” We are not walking by what we see. We are
walking by what we believe.

Outside the tomb of Lazarus, Jesus said to Martha: John 11:40, “Did I not say to you that
if you would believe you would see the glory of God?”

According to Jesus, which comes first, believing or seeing? People often say, “When | see
it, I'll believe it.” But that is not true, because when you see, you do not need to believe.
You need to believe when you cannot see. “We walk by faith, not by sight.”

| have met so many people who say, “If | only could see, I'd believe.” But that is not true,
for then you would not need to believe. You need to believe when you can’t see. “We
walk by faith, not by sight.”

2. Faith Is Primarily Character

In the original languages of both Greek and Hebrew, faith is not primarily a doctrinal
issue. It is a matter of character. We have it all wrong in our evangelical thinking. We
tend to talk about faith as an intellectual embracing of certain doctrines. However, faith
is primarily a matter of character. This is true of the words for faith in the Hebrew
(emunah) and the Greek (pistis). Both primarily mean “faithfulness, loyalty,
commitment.”

Jesus said to His disciples, (Luke 22:28). “You are those who have continued with Me in
My trials” That is faith. It is continuing with Jesus. It is a personal commitment to a
Person—Jesus.

3. Faith Brings Confession

Faith relates us to Jesus as our High Priest, as we confess that He is our Lord. Hebrews
3:1 “Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus.”

Remember that very important fact. Jesus is the High Priest of your confession. If you say
it, He is your High Priest. If you keep silent, He cannot be your High Priest. That is why it
is so important to confess your faith. Hebrews 4:14, “Seeing then that we have a great
High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast
our confession.”
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We confess, then we are tested, but we hold fast. And as long as we hold fast, Jesus is our
High Priest. Hebrews 10 takes us one stage further: Hebrews 10:21, 23, “Having a High
Priest over the house of God. . .. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering.”

Notice that now we have progressed from faith to hope. We have a hope based on our
faith. We confess our faith and now we confess our hope.

Hebrews 10:23 also says “without wavering.” Why do you think it says without wavering?
Why would it say that we must hold fast the profession of our faith? The reason is because
there will be forces that will oppose us, pressures that will come against us, and
circumstances designed to discourage us and undermine our faith. The life of faith is a
battle of determination and endurance, and our obligation is to “not waver.”

4. Faith Will Be Tested

Finally, | have to tell you, reluctantly, faith will be tested. Untested faith is of no value in
the sight of God. Jesus said to the church of Laodicea: Revelation 3:18 “I counsel you to
buy from Me gold refined [tried] in the fire.”

The faith Jesus describes here is real faith that has stood the test. In ancient times, gold
that had not been tested by fire was not considered worth anything. Faith that has not

been tested is not valued at all by God.

A Time for Endurance

In closing, let us quote James 1:2—-4: “Count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing
that the testing of your faith produces patience [endurance]. But let patience [endurance]
have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”

Do you want to be perfect and complete? You must let endurance have its “perfect work.” That
is the trial that you must go through. Peter says elsewhere:

1 Peter 1:6—7 “In this greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been
grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than
gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor and glory at the
revelation [appearing] of Jesus Christ.”
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Let me simply say one final word to you, which you may wish | had not said: There is only one
way to learn endurance in your walk of faith. And that is by enduring. But if we endure, and
when we come through the testing of our faith successfully, we will fulfill what we have been
created for. Our lives will bring praise, honor, and glory to our Lord Jesus Christ.

A prayer

Father, | desire that faith be built up in me. | repent of my sins. | turn away from them and turn
toward You. | confess now that | have grieved You in some ways (name them). | put my trust in
You to cleanse me and to finish the work You have begun in me. Help me to persevere through
trials, so that when | am tested that | might be found perfect and complete, lacking nothing.
This | pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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